
Appendix 5

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 
Scrutiny Advisory Board: Children and Young People
1.0 Purpose of Update

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of 
Scrutiny Advisory Board: Children and Young People and any issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting of SMB.

2.0 Board Meeting Update

2.1 The Board recently undertook a ‘deep dive’ on Apprenticeships on 29th May. 
This was a single item meeting with two speakers in attendance -  Craig 
Ivison from the LEP and Amanda Towers Senior Manager for Skills, with 
responsibility for the Adult and Community Education Service. The Board 
noted the progress being made in Cumbria on apprenticeships and stressed 
the importance of an inclusive approach that supported young people who 
struggle with a traditional academic route. 

2.2 In September the Board will be considering a wider range of issues including 
youth service provision in Cumbria, the CSE six monthly update, an update on 
progress relating to the Children’s Services Ofsted recommendations; and 
progress on the SEND Ofsted Inspection and Self-Assessment.

3.0 Additional Scrutiny activity undertaken by the Board

3.1 An additional session took place with a small group of Members to look at the 
Government’s call for evidence on Elective Home Education. Members’ 
discussion informed the Council’s response and will be reported back to the 
September Board. 

3.2 The Board will also meet to review the Youth Justice Strategy as part of its 
annual review. This will take place between the review going to Cabinet in 
June and the meeting of Full Council in September.

3.3 The Board will also work closely with the Corporate Parenting Board on the 
development of the new Corporate Parenting Strategy and the Care Leaver 
Offer which will be considered by Cabinet in December.

3.4 At Scrutiny Performance Working Group it was noted there is a need to 
ensure that the positive progress made with the children’s agenda continues 
as the new People’s Directorate is established. This will be a major focus for 
the Board over the coming year. The Board will also be keen to consider the 
benefits of the new People’s Directorate in terms of transition to adulthood, 



and how previous Task and Finish Group recommendations in relation to this 
area can be taken forward.

4.0 Conclusion

4.1 The Board will continue to focus on developments for Children and Young 
People over the coming few months particularly providing input into the 
development of emerging policies.
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